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As I write this column, we are two weeks into Lent, the season of 
returning to the Lord and reflecting on our lives through the lens of 
the life, ministry and passion of Jesus. 
 

On Tuesday after Lent 1 I was at Starbucks (see page 4 in this 
issue) and the young woman at the counter asked me what I was 
giving up for Lent. I know this young woman to be a Methodist, and 
a person who has made her Walk To Emmaus, the Methodist 
"version" of Cursillo, so I told her: "I'm giving up doing nothing in the 
morning when I wake up and I hope this will be the year the 
discipline I take on in the mornings will become a daily habit for the 
rest of my life." 
 

I live in hope. During Lent, I am more disciplined in reading large 
chunks of scripture, reading Morning Prayer and Evening Prayer, 
journaling, doing some art (this year its drawing something, anything 
every day and taking photographs) and reflecting on the litany for 
Ash Wednesday. I want more than anything to be true to my artist 
self and to be true to God in Jesus Christ. It may take me until my 
last breath, but I will keep trying. 
 

For those of you with internet connections I'm posting occasional 
meditations on my blog, at http://ramblingswithlois.blogspot.com . I 
also, sometimes, remember to email them to those who have email. 
Sometimes there are words, sometimes it's only a photograph. They 
are my Lenten gift to you. May you have a holy Lent, as we walk the 
road to Jerusalem with our Savior, until we all, having passed 
through the cross, return once again safely home in a Joyous 
Eastertide. 
 

Faithfully, 
Lois Keen 
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On January 23rd, Nicholas Kristof wrote in The New 
York Times about a family in Atlanta who sold their 
house, bought a smaller one with half the proceeds, 
and gave the rest to charity. All this came about 
when the fourteen-year-old daughter, while she and 
her dad were stopped at a light, noticed a driver in 
a Mercedes next to them and a homeless man 
begging for food on the corner. She commented 
that if the Mercedes driver had a less nice car then 
the hungry man might have a meal. When her 
mother heard this story, she asked, “What do you 
want to do? Sell our house?” And that’s what they 
did! (Be careful when you ask an idealistic teenager 
a question like that!) 
 
Few families can be so generous. On the other 
hand, most of us have possessions we have no 
need of, things which we should never have spent 
our money on in the first place. There is no 
practical way in which we can unload ourselves of 
our excess baggage and get value for it, but all of 
us can be more prudent about how we prioritize our 
spending. As we look around our world, the human 
needs we observe, demand our attention. These 
needs seem so overwhelming that we question how 
the little each of us can do to make a difference. 
But as Robert Kennedy said, “It is from numberless 
diverse acts of courage and belief that human 

history is shaped. Each time a man stands up for 
an ideal, or acts to improve the lot of others, or 
strikes out against injustice, he sends forth a tiny 
ripple of hope, and crossing each other from a 
million different centers of energy and daring, those 
ripples build a current that can sweep down the 
mightiest walls of oppression and resistance.” We 
cannot perform such a grand gesture as the Atlanta 
family, but working together we can each do our 
part, however small that may seem to be. 
 
We are in the middle of the Church season of Lent. 
The word Lent comes from the word length, since 
during these months the days are getting longer. 
But I have always thought that lean might also be a 
derivation. Those of us who give up something for 
Lent, such as a bad habit or a certain food, make 
our lives leaner. The Atlanta family made their lives 
leaner—but also richer, more fulfilled. Kristof 
quotes the father and husband as saying, “This is 
the most self-interested thing we have ever done. 
I’m thrilled that we can help others. I’m blown away 
by how much it has helped us.” Giving to others 
helps the giver? It seems counterintuitive. But those 
of us who try our best to be generous know how 
good giving makes us feel. Mr. Kristof wrote a 
column about that recently, and next month I’ll 
share it with you. Stay tuned. 

John Sutton 
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Bernice Pazda died this life on February 17.  Rest 
eternal grant to her, O Lord, and may light 
perpetual shine upon her. May her soul and the 
souls of all the departed, through the mercy of God, 
rest in peace. 
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RING THEM BELLS �
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Bell Choir Workshops are held at 9:00 a.m. 
Saturdays, March 6 and 20, April 3 and 17; 
rehearsals Thursday evenings at 7:30 p.m.  For 
updated info check the Music blog  at 
http://gracechurchmusic.blogspot.com/ 
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Sundays at 10:00 a.m. Holy Communion 
 

Tuesday, March 2 at 6:30 p.m. Soup Supper and Looking at the Radical Jesus 
 

Wednesday, March 3 at 7:00 p.m.– Plenary Session – Betania and Grace 
 

Sunday, March 7 at 8:00 a.m. -- Bible Study with RevLois 
        12:00 noon -- Christian History with Jeff Harre 

 

Tuesday, March 9 at 6:30 p.m. -- Soup Supper and Looking at the Radical Jesus 
 

Saturday, March 13 1:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. -- Mission Congregation 
 

Sunday, March 14 at 8:00 a.m. --  Bible Study with RevLois 
         11:30 a.m. -- Practicing Prayer 

        12:00 noon -- Christian History with Jeff Harre 
 

Tuesday, March 16 at 6:30 p.m. -- Soup Supper and Looking at the Radical Jesus 
 

 

Sunday, March 21 at 8:00 a.m. -- Bible Study with RevLois 
 

Tuesday, March 23 at 6:30 p.m. -- Soup Supper and Looking at the Radical Jesus 
 

Saturday, March 27 – 10:00 a.m. -- Service of Healing 
   10:30 a.m. -- Sandwich Making for Open Air Service  
 

Sunday, March 28 at 10:00 a.m. -- Palm Sunday with procession 
Bilingual Service with Iglesia Betania 

    2:00 p.m. – Open Air Service 
 
Wednesday, March 31: at 6:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist  

       7:30 p.m. Stations of the Cross  
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Wednesday, March 31: at 6:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist  
       7:30 p.m. Stations of the Cross  

 

Maundy Thursday, April 1 beginning at 6:30 p.m. Covered Dish Supper,  
foot washing, Eucharist around the table  

 

Good Friday, April 2: 11:30 a.m. -- "Walk to Easter", for children and adults. 
 7:30 p.m. -- Prayer Book Good Friday Liturgy 

Holy Saturday: at 7:30 p.m. the Great Vigil of Easter 
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Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday of each week, schedule permitting, RevLois Keen is at 
Starbucks, on Rte. 1 next to Stew Leonards, from 2:00 to 3:00 for informal conversation 
and meetings. 

 

Dear God, What Are You Calling Us To Do?  


